SHELTER ISLAND WATER ADVISORY COMMITTEE

December 2025, Well Height data report
DRAFT Issue date January 2026

Recommendation: Based on impact the continued weakness of precipitation has on the Sl aquifer
height we should maintain the current “Moderate Drought” intensity category (the second level of
drought intensity”.

Summary:

National and New York State drought categories grade Shelter Island in the initial drought intensity for
each (“Watch” for NY State, “Abnormally Dry” for National DEWS ranking).

WAC evaluation of the Aquifer height for almost all monitoring wells are below the normal seasonal
aquifer level in Shelter Island monitoring wells. Seasonal drawdown continued this month.

The average percentile rank for the Big 4 wells dropped from the 30 ™ percentile to the 24" percentile.
Trend over the last 20 months is down.

Precipitation as recorded in Shelter Island personal Weather Unground systems
Rainfall estimates for the last few months indicate low rainfall levels over the last few months.
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Section 1a - New York DEC Drought monitor.
The New York DEC Drought Monitor grades Nassau and Westchester as “Normal” (no drought) with the
balance of the state (e.g. Shelter Island) in the “Watch” stage (the lowest category of drought).
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Local conditions may vary.

Section 1b — National Drought Monitoring- DEWS:
Shelter Island and eastern Suffolk County rated continued as “Abnormally Dry DO”. All of Nassau County,
western end of Suffolk and several upstate Catskill counties were downgraded to Moderate Drought.
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In an odd situation, the New York DEC describes
Nassau and Westchester counties as Normal (no
drought) while the National Drought Monitor rating has these counties in Moderate drought.
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Section 2 — Chart showing “ranking of monthly well heights by percentile of historic values.” The chart is a graphic of the data for the
Big Four feeder wells showing the percentile rank for the current month versus history for each month.
The average percentile rank for the Big 4 wells dropped from the 30 ™" percentile to the 24™ percentile. Trend over the last 20 months is down.
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Section 3 - Table of well readings compared to monthly median values.

Well readings compared to that month’s Median for each well.

The seasonal draw down continued in December with only two wells above the median midpoint. Shallower wells were slightly higher to the median midpoint
compared to the deeper Big 4 wells.
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Section 4 - “Raw” aquifer readings for the Big 4 wells.

Raw well height graph is independent of the median history. It presents a direct comparison of aquifer heights by month.
Seasonal drawdown continues, although Goat Hil was unchanged. Drop for the other wells was about 0.2 inches.
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Values are a measure, in feet, ofthe top of the agquiferabove mean sea level
I July 2019 to January 5, 2026

| From Dec 8 to Jan. 5: Seasonal drawdown continues. A
Manhanset dropped 0.17 foot, Manwaring 0.18, Congdon 0.21. t x
- Goat Hill unchanged.
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Section 5 — Precipitation

Precipitation as recorded in Shelter Island personal Weather Unground systems
Rainfall estimates for the last few months indicate low rainfall levels over the last few months.
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